
2024 EVENT SURVEY 



AfrikaBurn 2024, the Numbers 
● 10 867 Event Participants 

● 1005 Survey Respondents 

● 158(ish) Mutant Vehicles 

● 95 Theme Camps 

● 87 Survey Questions 

● 80 Artworks 

● 26 Burns 

● 20 Performances 

● 15 Binnekring Events 

● 10 Roving Artworks 

● ONE CREATION 



Art: Tree of Stories
Photo: Jacques Grobler



Source: https://www.surveymonkey.com/mp/sample-size-calculator/

Can we trust our survey? 

1005 is way more than we 
need to trust this dataset



Can we use this data to invent the world anew? 

● The more data and information we have, the better decisions we can 
all make about AfrikaBurn 2025 and beyond. This information not 
only guides our creative projects, but also empowers us to foster a 
more impactful community. 

● We’re not just artists and creatives: we're the act of creation itself.  
The information shared with us plays a crucial role in shaping the 
experience for all involved.  

● If you really want to change things for 2025, participate in AfrikaBurn 
year-round. By working together and sharing skills, we can create a 
positive ripple effect in our community. 

● Next year will always be the best year. 



Art: The JunkaNoos, photo: Gautier Berr





Please select the years you have attended AfrikaBurn? 

Pretty much the same as last 
year (37% VIRGINS)

40% of THE participants from 
2023 wanted to come again

gradual reduction in ‘Long-term’ 
Burners from 2022 onwards 



Are you a? 
More south african respondents 
than any other group. local 
burners are the driving force 
of our community.



Photos: Gautier Berr



The Actual TICKET data 

(STILL) Nobody from antarctica 98 total countries attended



Survey Gate Data 

>5000 PEOPLE on site on 
Monday - A NEW record
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Not many 'weekend 
warriors' - BULK on site 
by WEDNESDAY

The Event 
W
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UNDER 1000 
on MONDAY

OVER 2000 
on SUNDAY



Art: Prometheus, photo: Kim van Zyl



Is English your first language? 

Identical to 
last year



What age group are you in? 

Significantly more 
pensioners than 
previous years

We were all a little 
older this year



What’s your gender identity? 

A few more MALE 
respondents than 2023



Art: SpaceArk2by2
Photo: Kyle Kingsley Green



Work status?  Slightly more ‘employed’ 
participants this year than last.



What AfrikaBurn channels do you use? 
Up 3 Positions - our 
community created 
survival guide

Up 4 positions - Each 
One Teach One at work?

DOwn 4 positions - 
Evidence of Facebook’s 
decline?



quaggapedia.afrikaburn.com 

Up from 29,000 users 
in last period

Community driven and maintained, a 
huge thanks is owed to the editing 
team. If you think anything was 
missing, please volunteer!



Photos: Gautier Berr



What other channels did you use? 
● Minimal Engagement: A significant portion (11%) didn't use any 

communication platforms for their preparation … they just jumped 
straight in. 

● Digital Resources: Telegram is a moderately used (6%), highlighting its 
relevance as a possible channel in the future with WhatsApp etc. 

● Word of Mouth: Friends were a major source of information (14%), 
showing the value of ‘Each One Teach One’. 

● Previous Experience: Prior experience played a notable role (8%), with 
many relying on their past AfrikaBurn event experience. 

● A Variety of Sources: Information was gathered from a mix of friends, 
online resources, and direct communication with camps, groups and 
the AfrikaBurn team. 

Photo: Gautier Berr



Did you attend a Volunteer day, Burner Bar or Town Hall meeting? 

This is down by 5%. nice!



Art: Scratch
Photo: Steven Morrow



Tell us about your ticket purchase experience? 

Great Decrease 
Since Last year!

Still easy enough for 
most people (92%). 

HUGE Decrease 
Since Last year!



How Else Did People Get Tickets? 
● Help from Friends: Received help from friends experienced with getting tickets for the event. 

● Crew Ticket: Obtained through various AfrikaBurn portfolios. 

● Gifted Ticket: Multiple mentions of receiving AfrikaBurn tickets as gifts, including birthdays. 

● Early Access Ticket: Obtained early access as a creative contributor. 

● Art Crew: Artist crew tickets, with other costs shared among the team. 

● Last Minute Purchase: Found a ticket last minute from someone. 

● Work Gift: Received tickets as a gift from work. 

● Theme Camp: Easier Direct Distribution Ticket process through a Theme Camp. 

AN update is coming 
to this - we had 
people use WAP’s 
for projects that 
didn’t materialise 
in tankwa town



Art: Octo-Citrine, photo: Gautier Berr



Travel to AfrikaBurn ( average km travelled per 
individual burner, per method of transport ) 

Car 

Bus 

Bakkie 

Overlander 

Plane to a neighbouring farm 

Plane to South Africa 

Plane within South Africa 

Bicycle 

Hitchhiking 

 

609,64 km 

540,51 km 

623,50 km 

575,07 km 

186,33 km 

10 287,63 km 

4587,19 km 

21,88 km 

10 km 

 

Around the 
same as 2022 186 330 388 KM 

Total travelled by participants 
(6 times more than last year!) 

No change

Photo: Gabriela Slegrova



Art: LuminEssence (2024 Temple)
Photo: Gautier Berr

Wheelchairs 
Trains 
Floats 
Rideshares 
Boats 
Astral projection 
Cartwheeling 
Tractors 
Tow trucks 
 

 

People also travelled using…. 



Money spent en-route (total): 

R57 978 745 (2022) 
R84 731 650 (2023) 

Photo: Kim van Zyl

R100 611 065 (2024) 



Ceres: R5.3 million

Cape Town: 
R70.9 million

Johannesburg: R970k

Worcester: R476k

TouwsRivier: R344k

Calvinia: R237k



Rate your experience on the roads 

No changes since 2023



Photo: Ineke van Loven



Did you contribute toward the community in Tankwa Town? 

An increase on last 
year, but still 5% 
less than in 2022



Did you volunteer?  AN increase on last year, 
but not as high as 31% in 2022.

But! 2022 was a much 
smaller event ±6000 people



Art: The Magic 69 Box, Photo: Kim van Zyl



My experience of volunteering left me feeling: 

better than ever 
before



Tell us more: 
● Volunteering was a huge commitment that detracted from personal time. 

● Others plan to volunteer again next year, but with better boundaries. 

● Many felt centered, connected, and changed by the experience of volunteering. 

● Felt like part of a family, not just a tourist. 

● Volunteering is a minimum contribution to the event. 

● Grateful for the experience. 

● Enjoyed contributing to a clean environment through MOOP swoop. 

● Some suggest overlapping shifts to prevent unexpected extended hours. 



Is there anything specific that motivates you to volunteer? 
Helping People (12%) 

● "It feels great to help people!" 
● "I like helping people." 
● "Giving back to others." 

 
Community and Friendships (17%)  

● "Everyone needs assistance due to being new and making friendships 
afterwards." 

● "Loved it! Loved meeting other people (volunteers) and new arrivals too." 
● "Being part of the community." 

 
Volunteering Experience (11%) 

● "It's always good to volunteer; Leave no Trace was particularly important 
this year because there was considerably more litter." 

● "I struggle to take shift work because I have a lot I'm involved in." 
● "Loved it. Win-win experience. Making the experience more beautiful for 

everyone." 
 

Environmental Responsibility (8%) 
● "I'm motivated to learn more about keeping the environment clean 

especially with such big events." 
● "A clean environment adds to the enjoyment of the event." 

 
Event Principles and Guidelines (10%) 

● "The main message that everyone should do at least one volunteer shift 
while they are at burn." 

● "It's the heart of the burn - one burner one shift - without the volunteers, 
there is no burn!" 

Personal Growth and Self-Discovery (7%) 
● "Love, Knowledge, and Service are the pillars of my faith so it's just how 

I roll... And it keeps me sane." 
● "The gift of giving." 
● "This burn gave me a 'yes I can!' attitude." 

 
Fun and Enjoyment (9%)  

● "It's fun to help and get to know new people." 
● "Participation is part of the experience and fun." 
● "To have fun, coz I had loads of fun." 

 
Making Connections (15%)  

● "Meeting new people! ...and giving back to a town that has given so 
much to me." 

● "Meeting people you wouldn't have met otherwise. Understanding more 
about how AB works." 

● "The people are amazing." 
 
Learning and Knowledge Sharing (5%) 

● "Sharing knowledge." 
● "Learning about how it works and meeting the people involved." 
● "I also get a lot of joy out of volunteering/participating and believe it is a 

great way to have fun, meet people, and learn about how these types of 
events happen." 

 
Logistics and Organisation (6%) 

● "I work in the festival industry at home in Ireland. My main job for the 
last few years has been volunteer coordination." 

● "To set the tone for new arrivals, I love GREETERS." 
● "Connecting with people arriving at die hek."  



Where did you Volunteer? 

Die Hek Increased dramatically

Missing out on 
the most fun



Where did you really Volunteer? 

All figures as 
self reported 
by portfolios

Nice increase in 
rangers 

volunteers 
across a 

similar number 
of hours.

Big change … 
seen on the 

ground?



image: Gabriela Slegrova

445 days of volunteer hours were gifted in the week of AfrikaBurn 2024 



Where did you really Volunteer? 

Rangers are the foundation of 
the volunteer experience.



What was your volunteer experience like? 
Higher percentage 

= more satisfied



What was your experience like? 

TALLER Bar 
= More responses

Really crap?



Photo: Reza Assar



Did you participate in the CREATION of a Creative Project? 
ThisANSWERS RESPONSES 

My gift was my presence 36% 178

Theme Camp 36% 182

Mutant Vehicle 19% 96

Artwork (not burning) 15% 74

Burning artwork 10% 51

Other 9% 45

Live music 7% 34

Performance 7% 33

Workshop 6% 30

Binnekring Event 6% 30

Sound rig 5% 24

Tech project 2% 9

Roving Art 2% 10

IS A

Red-Herring



Tell us more about your creative contributions outside of the norm: 
● Artistic Contributions: Engaged in storytelling sessions, created unofficial Theme Camps, and set 

up mobile bars. 

● Gifting and Sharing: Gifting of various items including homemade beer, self-made bracelets, 
stickers, tequila, and even hosted a Pina Colada pop-up. 

● Workshops and Activities: Provided a singing bowls sound bath, and participated in other 
activities including a naked run and trail run camp. 

● Volunteer Efforts: Actively helped with camp setup tasks, including Bedouin tents, and supported 
the DMV with a moving fireball. 

● Sustainability and Innovation: Donated 350 liters of Dung Beetle plastic fuel to power various 
needs, showcasing an innovative approach to sustainability and environmental responsibility. 

● Social and Recreational Engagement: Organised activities like free beer and Dungeons & Dragons 
sessions, and encouraged participation in events like kite flying and a cactus cart tequila station. 



Artwork: Soft Mother
Photo: Jacques Grobler



Were you part of a camp or collective that offered 
provisions or support in exchange for a camp fee? 

Identical to last year



How much did it cost to join the camp? 

2023 

2024  Camp fees have decreased 
in price this year!



Photo: Gautier Berr



Plug & Play camps have been highlighted as an issue in the past. Since taking significant 
measures to mitigate against this, what was your experience in 2024 with regards to Plug 
& Play camps? Did you see any evidence of them? 

● Significant Reduction (51%): Majority observed fewer plug-and-play camps this 
year, highlighting the successful measures against them. 

● Financial Barriers (10%): Concerns raised about the affordability and accessibility 
for international participants, suggesting some camps provide necessary support. 

● Community Efforts (20%): Many participants valued the collective efforts in setting 
up and maintaining camps, emphasising self-reliance and communal effort. 

● Uncertain Evidence (38%): Numerous participants were unsure or didn't notice 
plug-and-play camps. 

● Contrasting Views (5%): While some appreciated the convenience of organised 
setups, others felt it detracted from the authentic experience and ethos of the event. 

● Inclusivity vs. Authenticity (6%): Debate on balancing inclusivity for international 
attendees with maintaining the core principles of self-sufficiency and participation. 



Gift or MOOP? 



This year we implemented a new Supplier Process that was better aligned 
with The Principles. How did this new process affect you, and would you 
like to make any suggestions around its implementation? 

● Great Suppliers (20%): The wood and water suppliers received positive feedback for their service. 

● Transport Issues (35%): The various shuttle services were heavily criticised for poor performance, causing logistical problems and delays. 

● Funding for Transport (10%): Suggestions were made for better funding to allow for more reliable transportation options during the event. 

● Supplier Coordination Problems (25%): Many found the build-up process challenging due to delays and issues with supplier coordination. 

● Positive Solar Initiative (5%): Some appreciated the implementation of solar power, highlighting it as a brilliant idea. 

● Tent Problems (15%): Several participants faced issues with tents missing parts or being mixed up, leading to difficulties in setup. 

● No Noticeable Changes (8%): A portion of attendees did not notice any significant differences or improvements from previous years. 

● Neutral/Unaware (12%): A few participants either did not have much to say or were not aware of the new processes and their impacts. 

● Need for More Suppliers (7%): Calls for increased availability of suppliers to ensure timely delivery and setup of camp basics. 



image: Gautier Berr



What (if anything) did you do to lower your environmental impact? 

Not much different 
from last year. DO We 
need to try harder?

Offsetting not that 
popular in 2024



Do you think Tankwa Town should be generator free by 2026? 

Slightly fewer people are unsure, 
but no real change here either. 



Did you bring children to the burn? 

Increased for the 
first time since 2019 

74 minors and children 
on-site in 2024*.

*Actual gate data



Photos: Jessica and Elmarie Wright, Lyndel Daily, Sapho Wulana



Did you read the WTF? booklet this year? 

100 extra people got one 
this year, we need to 

print more!



WTF? booklet 



It’s tricky … the 
map layout was 

only finalised the 
week before the 

event and the 
booklets take ±3 

weeks to print. 
Artworks, mutants 
and plans change in 

tankwa town on a 
daily basis.

what specific information do you feel it was missing? 
● Include a Map (30%): Many attendees suggested adding a map to the guide, with 

corresponding numbers for theme camps and artworks for easier navigation. 

● Provide Background Information (10%): Some suggested including information 
about AfrikaBurn's history, ethos, and notable events like the Purple Wedding. 

● Improve Cross-Referencing (8%): Attendees mentioned difficulties in 
cross-referencing the guide with the map and suggested linking descriptions directly 
to map locations. 

● Emphasize Consent (5%): There was a call for more emphasis on consent, with 
clearer and more prominent sections on this topic. 

● Pre-Event Access (5%): Participants expressed a desire to access the guide before the 
event to plan and get excited about the activities. 

● Add Illustrations and Photos (5%): Including images or sketches of artworks and 
camps to help attendees identify them more easily was a common suggestion. 

● Provide More Detailed Camp Information (5%): Requests were made for 
participants to provide clearer and more detailed descriptions of their camps and 
offerings, including operational hours. 



Photo: Sam Arn



What were your overall impressions? 

Up by 6% - that's up by 
34% since 2022

Slightly down 
from 2023, but 

more ‘amazing’ than 
many others

Everything else 
pretty much the same





If you interacted with any of the following, please rate your experience: 

Still in top 3, Aiming 
for Number 2

A new 
favourite

MONEY = EXPECTATION
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Did you use any of the following service providers? 

All these percentages are almost 
identical to last year



"I like that the Hectic team knew who was on site and kept a finger on the pulse. The event guardians were 
wonderful - always respectful to participants, friendly and helpful. In my own interactions and from what I 
witnessed in the 10,000 km's I walked." 

"Late one evening, maybe Wednesday/Thursday, I found myself sitting at the fire pit outside the medics tent. I fell into 
conversation with two medics who happened to be on break. It was at this time that a Burner, who is familiar to me, 
approached us. She seemed very fragile and not at peace. She joined us around the fire. Those medics in that moment were 
great listeners, open and without judgment, and helped to buoy the spirit of someone who was hurting inside. After a short 
while, tears gave way to smiles and Dad jokes, and she opted to go to the sanctuary for a while. I am deeply appreciative and 
in awe of the acts of kindness that the two medics showed when we could quietly hold space for a fellow Burner. Aside from 
the revelry and party atmosphere, I am deeply grateful that our home in the desert is one of safety and looking out for the 
well-being of members in our community. This is not just a festival. It is so much more. This is community." 

"GUYS! Guuuuys, I had to attend the hospital for a surprise head injury and needed stitches, SJOE, never have I 
received care so quickly. I was spoken to so calmly, they explained everything to me, they were so gentle and lovely and 
kind. For a really kak blow to the head with a blunt object, it was really special to be reminded of the care we hold for 
strangers. I was scared, really scared and I was held with such love. If this gets back to the angels in the hospital - I wish 
I could kiss all of your foreheads and hug you, thank you for everything." 



Photo: Steven Morrow



What did you think of the music in Tankwa Town? 

… we don’t book any 
artists or DJ’S …



How were the noise levels? 

2% Higher than 2023 - 
No major change

GOOD experience for 
most participants
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Tell us more about your experience with the music and noise levels: 

● Challenges and Issues: 
○ Overcrowded mutant vehicles, sound blending together. 
○ Lack of variety, predominantly techno and trance. 
○ Excessive noise levels impacting sleep and daytime activities. 
○ Inconsiderate behavior from some participants on dancefloors (drug usage, filming with flash). 

● Preferences and Feedback: 
○ Desire for more diverse music genres (local/African, classical, live bands). 
○ Support for quiet zones and regulated quiet hours. 
○ Mixed reactions to the "doef doef" music style; some enjoyed, others found repetitive. 
○ Suggestions for more family-friendly areas and events. 

● Positive Notes: 
○ Some enjoyed the music variety and quality. 
○ Appreciation for quieter times and the soundscape's management. 
○ Specific camps and DJs received praise for their performances and music choices. 

Not much new here



Art: Scratch, Photo: Steven Morrow



Have you noticed the impact of AfrikaBurn’s 
mechanisms to foster diversity and inclusion? 

SIMILAR TO 
LAST YEAR



In the Default World are you able to apply and 
implement the Eleven Principles? 

SLIGHT INCREASE - 
finding it more 

challenging 
(Up from 22%)



Photo: Gautier Berr



Are you aware that a portion of your ticket cost goes to 
social initiatives in the wider Tankwa community? 

Another slight (2%) drop, 
overall high awareness



How do the following statements reflect your point of view? 

The only significant 
increase (5%)



How do the following statements reflect your point of view? 

A general 
increase in 
all which is 
good to see

Even one is 
too many

Almost 75%



How do the following statements reflect your point of view? 

Still feels too easy, 
right?

Great to see the 
impact reflected
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Was Tankwa Town big enough for you? 

Even higher than last year 
- seems 10,000 PEOPLE is a 

sweet spot?



Art: LuminEssence (2024 Temple), Photo: Gautier Berr



Thanks 
● All the AfrikaBurn 2024 participants who joined us in CREATION 

● Everyone who took the time to fill in the survey. 

● The Tim Doyle for his number crunching abilities.  

● All the photographers who shared the images we’ve used in this document 
(and the artists and creatives who made the awesome things to photograph). 

● The entire operations team for creating the best AfrikaBurn ever (so far).  

● The members and directors of AfrikaBurn for their continued support. 

● Western Cape Government, Witzenberg Municipality, SAPS 

● The Mapula Trust 



Art: Lizzy
Photo: Steven Morrow

See you next year … 



But, before AfrikaBurn 2025 … 

30th November


